





THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON 25, D. G. 


5 May 1950 


“of 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFmISE: 


Subject: Military Aid to Anti-Gommuniat Forees 
on Formosa. 


Vor your information oxcorpts ef a letter recently 


ke 

| received by Admiral Sherman from Admiral Charles HU. Cooke, 

| Ue Se Navy (Retired) are forwarded herewith. As you may recall 

| Admiral Cooke was for over twa years prior to hia retirement : 

| Commander of Ue. S. Naval Forces in the Wedtern Pacific and 

| Commendies! Seventh Meet. For the past few months he has been 

‘at Taipeh, Formosa ae a representative of the INTERNATIONAL 
NEWS SERVICH. | 


Gapy for: 


"EY am just completing a week's visit in Tokyo, where 
Pied been in conference with General MacArthur and 
9 hae 


4% had during the months preceding my coming out soen 
the many confusing end conflicting reports about the 
imminent fall of Telwan, reports with which 1 did not 
agrees, and which I found te be completely unfounded 
after my arrival. In fact, practically ail of the 
Americeng out in Teiwan, except aome of the Stete 
Department people knew and #t111 know that Washington 
wea boing fed with incorrect reports. 


*A itusaien controlled sir organization hes been moving 
in since January. Russien ground crews are being used 
to some extent, beth Russian end Japenese fighters are 
being supplied, Ruselan manned antliatrers?t artillerles 
and padar are being used. Ne identification of the 
nationality of pilots has been definite, but there is 
eonvietion in the mind ef observers that both Russian 


end Jepenese pilots are being used. Se far none of 


the Red planes have flown over Nationalist tontrolled 


Seelef Orig & 2 Cte 
General Bradley 


Asst ¢C/5S, 


Ged 


baat to Co (JCS) VA . 
tivrector, Ped Al 
Dhreetor, J/5 


(Relate to Jos 1966/27) 








(Hane for aces May 1950, Subject:-tilitary Aid to Anti-«- 


Coummmist Forces a Formosan .« ) 





territory. I assume the reaeon for thia to be that . 

(1) they sre not completely ready (2) they do not 

pees ie — the rlak of premature identification of 
the p * 


"te abrength of the sir potential of the Chinese 
commpistea is on a repidly rising curve. Zhet avail- 
able to the Hatlonalists is on a descending curve. 
Normal attrition of the old planca will carry them 
down rapidly during the twelve aonths to a low point. 
Combet attrition wlll of course accelerate the rata 

of this descent.» Froespectively the two curves will 
eress in the sumer or fall. After they cross 
Nationalist superiority on the ges will ef course 
become seriously jeopardised. These eventualltics 

ean be headed off eanlly if the United Statea will 
mateh and counter whet the Rugsiana ere doing. ‘The 
question orises, will the United States act in time, 

or will it wait to face the possibility, in my epinion | 
the probability, of being ferced inte action by United 
States forces ta prevent Hussisn seizure of a batbered 
Formosa. If Lt is to take timely action 1t must be 
three months before Russian superiority in the alr ever 
this part of the westorm Peecific haa been abtained. 


"The coat need not be great, what we atand to lese ia 
practically nothing. 


What we atend to gain ls tremendous. There are over 
§0G,000 Nationalist guerlilas on the mainlend. Theiz 
strength ia inersaging. The maintenance ond invigeration 
of Hationaliat atrength in Chusan and Permosea can provide 
the rallying point for an upsurge ageinst communists in 
mainland Chine thet will not enly check their momentua 
but will in tine tion them back. 


“While in Washineten last fall i learned about the 
27 PF frigates in Yokosuka returned by the Hussians. 
i think twelve of them ought to be made available to 
the Chinese. If this cannot be dene directly, they 
could be sold ag surplus (leaving the guns on teard) 
to an American flra for subsequent delivery to Taiwan. 








(Hemo for Seefer, 5 May 1986, Subject: litary Aid to Anti- 
oa Communist Forces. eo Foraiasit. 





"{ penalize that the Rusalens attenpted to make stipula- 
ticng that the United States should not diapowge of the 
ships - and that if they are so disposed, this fact might 
jeopardize the return of other lend«lease vessels still 
in Russian hends. However I think that the holding of 
Formosa and the defense against the spread of commmiem 
in the weatern Pacific much more to the interest of the 
United States than the problematical return of vessela 
etill in Russian hands. 


"Another iten ia that there have been 49 SCAJAP IST's 

- here, of which 29 are to be returned to the United 
States, 10 in the immediate future. These vossels are 
needed by the Naticnalists, and can be manned. Here 
again I feel thelr retention here, is doubly important 
te the United States. First that thay can be put to 
use by Nationalists in hot war, snd gaeond that they 
ean be deployed in the western Pacific instead of in 
notabalis in the United States and therefore available 
for use in Japan or erermenee as the future might 
require * 


"Public Law $12 (I think that was the number) does not 
expire untll 16 July 1951. ‘The Navy however terminated 
the transfer of vessels on 1 July 1048, because wo 
wanted 66 reduce the expense of maintaining these ves- 
gels and the expense of requiring persennel to tske care 
of them. Since the newly created Chinese Navy could 
absorb veasels at only a limited rate they did net get 
the full munber of vessels, 271, permitted under the Law. 
So that if 0S policy can be adjusted to the eritical 
aituntion now existing legal authoriszetion for transfer 
of vessels to China ia still on the books. 


"It 1s wy view that the Russians are delivering equipment 
to the Chinese Corsunistsa aufficlent to accouplish certain 
definite objectives, and that they have estimated thet the 
load on Rugeia would not be too creat - beesuse United 
States would not do anything te counter. if on the other 
hand the Lesd is coing te be much greater beofuse we are 
doin eamething to counter, they may hesitate. But 
whether they hesitate or not coup interest in the matter 

ig unmiatakeble. 








(deme for Secbef, 5 Hey 1950, Subjecti-Nliltary 414 to Anti- 
- Conamnd 


PUPPOEE « 
changed their views es forwarded to ; 
25 Lagenber 1049, subject "Possible United States military action 


ist Forces a Formosa.) 
i? 





"Recently wo have treneferred surplus aircraft to the 

Philippines. The situation in the Philippines is very 
precerious. The Philippines may fell enyhow. [But if 
Formoga falls, 1b is unlikely that the Philippines can 
be held unless held by US forces. Fighter alrereft to 
Formosa Le much more Luportant and effeetive. 


"fhe varLous commanders in Formosa sre deing a good job. 
The most efficient group is the Air Fores. They have 
about 2,006 pilots and 350 planes. 


"We next is the ground forea in which the zorale is 
good, the training much better then before, the officers 
are Locking ont for the men. They are however seriously 
deficient in equipment in certain respects. 


tyne weeltest clement ia the Navy, beth in the matter of 
gergomeél and in materiel. We did net complete our Job 
in the re~establishment of « Chinese Navy. There is 
still a great need for prming much of the dead wood at 
the top. Just whet will and can be done ahout. thia I 
a not sure. However, the Nevy is deing and will con- 
tinue to do the job, assuming they are not driven off 
by Comaunist air. ; ; 


"rn goneluding I ean atete thet | heve discussed ali of 
these aspects with General HacArthur, and find Kim in 
agreement with my views. ‘the Defanse Department and the 
Joint Chiefs of Steff are now standing om the threshold 
ef 4 vitel doorway inte the fubure of the world." 


2. The Jeint Chlefs of Staff consider thet complete factual 


inforuction regerding the situation on Formosa will not be sbtelned 
except by sending te the Lelend qualified representatives for that 
Im thig connection the doint Chiefs of Staff have not 


au in their memorandun of 


' toward Tatwan not involving ma jer military forces." 


For the Joint Chiefs of Staff: 


SiGHER 
GHAR N. BRADLEY, 
ChaLrman, 
foint Ghteta of Staff. 





